Year 6 PSHE Unit Plan
	Name of unit: Citizenship

	Expected Outcomes (PSHE Learning Intentions)
Pupils who are secure will be able to:
Understand that education is a human right and why education is important.
Understand some environmental issues relating to food and food production.
Understand the importance of caring for others and that we all have a responsibility to care for things and people around us.
Understand what prejudice and discrimination are and why and how they should be challenged.
Understand the value of diversity in society, including significant individuals. Understand the roles and responsibilities of people in government.


	Developmental Focus Opportunities (Social and Emotional Skills Learning Intentions)
In Year 6 PSHE Citizenship, pupils focus on developing emotional resilience, empathy, and ethical decision-making as they prepare for secondary school. They learn to manage complex feelings, respect diverse perspectives, and understand their rights and responsibilities within society. Through discussion, role play, and collaborative activities, they build confidence, critical thinking, and a deeper sense of social awareness.

	Key Learning Points
	Powerful Knowledge

	Learning about environmental issues relating to food.
Discussing how education and other human rights protect us.
Identifying causes that are important to us.
Discussing how people can influence what happens in parliament.
Discussing ways to challenge prejudice and discrimination.
Identifying appropriate ways to share views and ideas with others.
	To know that education is an important human right.
To know that our food choices can affect the environment.
To know that the prime minister appoints ‘ministers’ who have responsibility for different areas, such as healthcare and education.
To know that prejudice is making assumptions about someone based on certain information.
To know that discrimination is treating someone differently because of certain factors.

	Subject-Specific Vocabulary 
	Reading Opportunities

	authority
conflict
earn
expectation
grief
grieving
protected characteristics
resolve
respect
stereotype
	“Wonder” by R.J. Palacio – explores kindness, inclusion, and standing up for others.
“The Boy at the Back of the Class” by Onjali Q. Raúf – introduces refugee experiences and empathy.
“The Island” by Armin Greder – prompts discussion on prejudice and exclusion.
Short texts or articles on Malala Yousafzai, Marcus Rashford, Greta Thunberg, and Nelson Mandela help pupils explore activism, human rights, and social justice.

	Possible Misconceptions
	Cross-Curricular Links

	In Year 6 Citizenship and PSHE, pupils may hold several misconceptions as they grapple with more complex social and ethical ideas. For example, they might believe that democracy means everyone always gets what they want, rather than understanding it as a system of shared decision-making and compromise. Some may think that discrimination only happens in extreme cases, overlooking everyday bias or exclusion. Others might assume that rules and laws are fixed and unquestionable, rather than open to change through civic action. Addressing these misconceptions through discussion, debate, and real-life examples helps pupils develop critical thinking, empathy, and a deeper sense of social responsibility.
	Computing
English
British values: Democracy, Individual liberty, Mutual respect, Tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs.



	
	
	



