Year 7 English Unit 5: Writing Foundations

	Writing Foundations

	Expected Outcomes
Learners will:
· Use capital letters and full stops accurately to write clear, simple sentences.
· Identify and correctly use key word classes, including nouns, verbs, adjectives, and adverbs.
· Join ideas using basic conjunctions to extend simple sentences.
· Use a range of punctuation taught in this unit, including question marks, exclamation marks, and commas in lists.
· Recognise and apply past, present, and future tense, keeping tense consistent within short pieces of writing.
· Understand when to start a new paragraph.
· Apply SPaG skills in a final piece of writing with increasing accuracy and independence.


	Developmental Focus Opportunities
· Developing learners’ confidence and independence in applying core SPaG skills across different types of writing.
· Strengthening learners’ understanding of structure and routine to support emotional regulation and readiness to learn.
· Building resilience and persistence by using chunked tasks that reduce cognitive load and support success. 
· Encouraging collaborative learning through paired or small-goup SPaG activities that promote positive peer interaction.
· Enhancing learners’ ability to reflect on their own writing and celebrate progress through supportive feedback routines.


	Key Learning Points
	Powerful Knowledge

	· I can identify and write simple sentences.
· I can use capital letters and full stops in my writing.
· I can join simple sentences using ‘and’, ‘but’, ‘or’.
· I can identify and use nouns and verbs.
· I can use ? and ! correctly.
· I can use commas to separate items in a list.
· I can recognise and use basic tenses.
· I can keep my tense the same in a piece of writing.
· I can improve my writing using adjectives
· I can identify and use adverbs.
· I can recognise when to start a new paragraph.
· I can use the SPaG skills learned this term in my writing.
	Learners will develop a secure understanding of the foundational grammatical structures needed for clear and accurate writing, including sentence construction, punctuation, word classes, and consistent tense use. They will learn how these core SPaG skills shape meaning for a reader and enable them to communicate ideas with clarity and confidence. Through carefully scaffolded tasks, predictable routines, and explicit modelling, learners will not only strengthen their technical accuracy but also build confidence, independence, and engagement in their writing across the curriculum.


	Subject-Specific Vocabulary 
	Reading Opportunities

	 Sentence Structure
· Sentence
· Capital letter
· Full stop
Word Classes
· Noun
· Verb
· Adjective
· Adverb
· Pronoun
· Conjunction
Punctuation
· Question mark
· Exclamation mark
· Comma (in a list)
· Apostrophe 
Tenses
· Past tense
· Present tense
· Future tense
· Consistency
Writing & Organisation
· Paragraph
· TiPToP (Time, Place, Topic, Person)
Wider Literacy Concepts
· Editing
· Reader
· Meaning

	Daily exposure to modelled sentences during teacher input, allowing learners to see correct sentence structure, punctuation, and word classes in context.
Short, accessible reading extracts used to highlight SPaG features such as capital letters, full stops, conjunctions, and tenses. These will be deliberately chosen to reduce cognitive load and increase engagement.
Picture‑based and scaffolded reading tasks to support learners with low reading confidence or gaps in early phonics and decoding.  Reading simple paragraphs to identify where punctuation is missing or where a new paragraph should start (TiPToP), supporting comprehension of structure and meaning.
Reading instructions and success criteria for each task, helping learners connect written information with actions.
Shared reading of teacher‑modelled texts, reinforcing how accurate SPaG supports fluency and clarity in reading.
Opportunities to read their own writing aloud, enabling them to hear errors, improve fluency, and build confidence.
Peer reading in supportive pairs, encouraging positive relationships and collaborative learning, tailored to SEMH needs.
Reading-back routines after chunked writing tasks, promoting self-monitoring and helping learners understand how SPaG influences readability.


	Possible Misconceptions
	Cross-Curricular Links


	· Writing sentence fragments as full sentences 
· Forgetting capital letters at the start of sentences 
· Using full stops incorrectly or randomly 
· Confusing nouns, verbs, adjectives, and adverbs 
· Overusing conjunctions or creating run‑on sentences 
· Misplacing or omitting commas in lists 
· Switching between tenses mid‑sentence 
· Adding incorrect punctuation to questions or exclamations 
· Starting new paragraphs based on appearance rather than TiPToP

	 Humanities (History / Geography)
· Writing clear factual sentences about events, people, and places.
· Using paragraphs to organise information chronologically or thematically.
Science
· Applying accurate sentence structure when writing observations or simple explanations.
· Using present tense when describing scientific facts and processes.




	
	
	



