Year 9 English Unit 1: A history of language

	A history of language

	Expected Outcomes
Learners will:
· Understand how and why language has changed (and continues to change) over time. 
· Develop their speaking and listening skills through discussion, debate and presentation about language development over time. 
· Learn and use specific language techniques (blending, compounding, affixation, acronyms, initialisation) as well as persuasive techniques in their own presentations. 

	Developmental Focus Opportunities
· Communication, language and literacy: Discussion and presentations as outlined in the plan, focusing on developing confidence and resilience when approaching literacy tasks. 
· PSED: Peer feedback and collaboration to develop empathy, respect, turn-taking and shared success. 
· Physical development: Blackout poetry to develop fine motor skills. 
· Mathematics: Compare data about word use and spot patterns in word formation e.g. affixation or acronym formation.
· Understanding the world: Understand how language has changed over time and how different areas of the world have influenced the English we speak today. 
· Expressive arts and design: Act out key Shakespearean insults. 

	Key Learning Points
	Powerful Knowledge

	· I can explain how the English language has been influenced by different historical events over time. 
· I can explain how the meaning of words has changed over time. 
· I can explain how Shakespeare created and used insults. 
· I can use specific language techniques to create a new word. 
· I can write a persuasive speech about my new word.
· I can deliver a speech about adding a new word to the dictionary with confidence. 
	Learners will understand how and why words have changed in meaning over time and how new words were (and continue to be) introduced into the English language. They will develop their oracy skills through class discussion, debates and through the creation and delivery of their own persuasive presentations. Learners will use persuasive techniques to make their case and develop their own word using language techniques learnt throughout the unit. 

	Subject-Specific Vocabulary 
	Reading Opportunities

	Colonisation
Adopt
Weakening
Intensification
Amelioration
Pejoration
Superlative
Blending
Compounds
Affixation
Acronym
Initialism
Pace
Emphasis
Sequenced
Persuasion
Anecdote
Rhetorical question
Posture
Gesture
Pitch
Tone
	Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet – Act 1 Scene 1


	Possible Misconceptions
	Cross-Curricular Links


	Learners may believe that language is static. They may think that words have one meaning and this meaning does not change. 

Learners may think that very few words (or no new words) are added to the dictionary each year. 

Learners may think new words come only from slang and pop culture and not recognise historical, scientific or technological contributions to vocabulary development. 

Learners may think that acronyms and initialisms are the same thing. 
Some learners may not fully grasp how colonial history shaped English vocabulary through cultural exchange and dominance.

Learners may dismiss Shakespearean insults or expressions as meaningless instead of seeing them as linguistic innovations or windows into historical linguistics.

Without a foundation in respectful collaboration, learners may resist or misinterpret peer review as personal judgement.

Learners may think that delivery matters less than content. They might underestimate posture, pace, gesture, and confidence in delivering their persuasive speech about a new word.
 

	Science – development of key scientific vocabulary
Computing – development of key computing vocabulary



