Year 9 English Unit 4: Malevolent Characters: Fiction Writing

	Malevolent Characters: Fiction Writing

	Expected Outcomes
Learners will:
· Be able to explain and apply the key conventions a writer uses to craft a malevolent character.
· Craft a physical description of a malevolent character. 
· Use vocabulary and figurative language to create a malevolent character. 
· Be able to use dialogue to craft a character, showing awareness of both the words within the speech marks and surrounding language choices. 
· Use paragraphs to make their writing cohesive and structured. 

	Developmental Focus Opportunities
· Discussion of what motivates a character or a person to wish to inflict harm on others. 
· Opportunities to debate moral issues surrounding good and evil 

	Key Learning Points
	Powerful Knowledge

	· I can explain and apply the key conventions a writer uses to craft a malevolent character.
· I can effectively craft a physical description of a malevolent character.
· I can create effective similes and metaphors to describe a malevolent character.
· I can carefully craft a character through dialogue. 
· I can use paragraphs accurately and effectively in my writing to reveal details about a character.
	Learners will understand what malevolent characters are, how they are created and will be able to apply their learning in their own writing to create their own malevolent characters. Learners will identify and analyse famous malevolent characters e.g. Dracula. 




	Subject-Specific Vocabulary 
	Reading Opportunities

	Malevolent - having or showing a wish to do evil to others
Convention - a way in which something is usually done or a key feature
Figurative language - a way of expressing ideas by using words or phrases that go beyond their literal meaning
Simile - a comparison of two things, often using the words 'like' or 'as'
Metaphor - a direct comparison of two things using the verb 'to be'
Cliché - a phrase or opinion that is overused
Dialogue - a conversation between two or more people
Cohesive - in fiction writing this means the ideas fit together
Suspense - a feeling of anxiousness or uncertainty
Paragraph - a distinct section of a piece of writing, usually dealing with a single idea or topic
	Bram Stoker’s ‘Dracula’ 



	Possible Misconceptions
	Cross-Curricular Links


	· Malevolent characters are always obviously and outwardly evil characters.
· Learners may overload the physical description of their character and list each individual detail, often using cliches.
· Learners may make comparisons in similes and metaphors which are clichéd and this often takes away from a description and makes it unimaginative.  
· The most important part of dialogue is what is inside the speech marks.
· Some learners may think it doesn't always matter where paragraphs go as long as the text is broken up in places.
	PSHE – moral issues and expressing personal opinions



	
	
	



