Year 10 English Unit 1: Non-fiction: crime and punishment

	Non-fiction: crime and punishment

	Expected Outcomes
Learners will:
· Develop analytical skills and be able to identify a writer’s perspective in a text.
· Be able to read and compare two texts, drawing on similarities and differences between them. 
· Analyse statistics and evaluate their credibility.
· Be able to identify structural features in texts and use these features in their own writing.
· Understand the meaning of a copy for a website and write their own copy for a website.
· Reflect, revise and edit their own writing in order to improve it.

	Developmental Focus Opportunities
· C&L: Use texts like The Norwegian Prison to spark debate on rehabilitation vs punishment. Scaffold with sentence starters to support expressive language.
· C&L: Before analysing statistics or perspectives, learners discuss interpretations in pairs to build confidence and verbal reasoning.
· PSED: After reading ‘A Letter to My Son’, learners reflect on emotional impact and personal values.
· PSED: Frame revision and editing as a growth mindset activity celebrating improvement rather than perfection.
· PSED: Learners co-create informative content for the website copy task, practising compromise, empathy, and shared responsibility.
· Literacy: As outlined in the unit. Learners could explore structural features like motif and mirroring visually, aiding retention and understanding.
· Mathematics: Learners evaluate real data and create their own, reinforcing number sense and critical thinking.
· Mathematics: Learners could design or analyse visual representations of crime statistics to support spatial reasoning and interpretation.
· UTW: Explore the link between Mayhew and penal reform history and compare past and present systems.
· UTW: Discuss how societal values shape punishment and reform across cultures.
· EAD: Learners sketch engaging layouts for their copy, exploring colour, typography, and structure.
· EAD: Use drama techniques such as stichomythia to explore opposing perspectives in texts, enhancing expressive language and engagement.

	Key Learning Points
	Powerful Knowledge

	· I can read and compare texts about the same topic. 
· I can understand what makes a credible statistic and use this understanding to create my own credible statistics.
· I can understand how a writer uses structural features for effect and use this understanding to consider my own use of structure in my writing.
· I can identify the conventions a website and use them creatively in my own writing.
· I can successfully plan and write copy for a website.
· I can use effective editing strategies to revise my work.
	Learners will understand that texts are often written from the perspective of the writer, and that writer perspectives can vary in degrees of positivity, negativity and can convey aspects of both simultaneously. Learners will become critical of statistics and understand that they must carefully consider the credibility of statistics. Learners will become confident in identifying structural features used in writing and be able to employ these structures independently in their own work. 

	Subject-Specific Vocabulary 
	Reading Opportunities

	Non-fiction
Evaluate
Reform
Statistic
Credible
Perspective
Open letter
Impactful
Declarative
Motif
Mirroring
Copy
Layout
Apt
Inform
Revise
Elevate
	Henry Mayhew's 'The Criminal Prisons of London' (1862)
Erwin James's 'The Norwegian Prison' (2013)
Thomas De Quincey's 'Confessions of an English Opium-Eater' (1821)
'A letter to...My Son' (Guardian, 2014)

	Possible Misconceptions
	Cross-Curricular Links


	· Perspectives are simply positive or negative. 
· Writing down any number in a piece of non-fiction writing is enough to show you know how to use statistics.
· Choosing vocabulary and ideas is the most important part of the writing process.
· The language and structure of an informative website is always unexciting and dull.
· Websites don't need to be engaging if they only provide information.
· Rewriting and improving responses is a waste of time.
	History – penal system 1800s until present day




