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Headteachers report of the week

Dear Parents and Carers,

We have seen avonderful celebration of learning, teamwork, and
community spirit across Woodlandsthis week. Our vocational
sessions have been a particular highlight, with learners fully engaging
in handson activities and developing practical skills with confidence.
It has been especially inspiring to see our older learners stepping into
supportive roles, guiding, encouraging, and working alongside younge
peers. Their leadership has helped create a calm, purposeful, and
collaborative atmosphere that reflects the very best of our school
values.

In food preparation, learners have embraced the opportunity to work
together, try new techniques, and produce delicious results. These
sessions have encouraged independence while also strengthening
teamwork as they planned, prepared, and shared their culiary
creations.

Our commitment to caring for the environment has also been shining
through. Learners have taken pride in keeping our school grounds tid
through regular litter picking. Their enthusiasm for looking after our
shared spaces shows a growing sense of respondiity and respect for
the world around them.

This spirit of community extended beyond the classroom during our
enrichment activity of rock climbing. Learners challenged themselves,
supported one another, and celebrated every successuig and small.

It was a fantastic reminder of what can be achieved when we work
together and believe in our abilities.

Across all these experiences, our learners have shown resilience,
kindness, and a willingness to try new things. | am incredibly proud of
the Woodlands communityand all they areaccomplishing.

Best wishes
Jules



Leamers put their investigative
skills to the testthis week, with

a hands-on scratchtest

used to explorematerial
hardness. By:gently:scratching

different materials and
everydayobjects-against-one
another, learners learned how

scientists use the Mohs

Hardness Scaletto identify
unknown materials.




Olive continued diving into the wibrantworld of
Pop Art, discovering thow:artists! like’Andy Warho
and Roy! Lichtenstein turned-everyday 'objects
and bold colours iinto iconic workscof-art.,After
Gddrenk DRUM WevdhYre gldand 49/LanY ;
eye-catching techniques, learners had the
chance to complete their very own piece-of
fantastic Pop Art.



Our Olive learners had a‘fantasticitimeiintthe
kitchen this week asithey rolled up 'their: sleeves:to
make their verycown pizzasThey explored:a
colourful selection of toppings, ranging ffrom
classic cheese anditomatoto peppers,sweetcorn
and more adventurouscchoices.




Our learners recently
enjoyed alhandson
cooking session\where they
created their verycown
spring rolls from scratch.
After preparing-accolourful
mix of fresh wvegetables,
they carefully filled and
wrapped each rall,
practising fine motor skills
and following stepby step
Instructions with
confidence.




Fun in fforest:school.|lcearners: started thedesson
with building atent forshelter-and finished with:e
tasty treat by the campfire
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In our freetimeiin primarywe have been
exploring musical instruments thelearners-have
really enjoyedtrying-different instruments. Qllie

and Bobby really-enjoyed creating-musical
sounds together.
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In activities primary €njoyed joining°Andyinthe
workshop. Mathew was @a‘big help:supporting

primary learners welldoneMathew!
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Ryan:and Licoln prepared chicken lbreastiby
cutting them into Goujons, coating:themwith
spiced PankoBreadcrumbs-and cooking/them
until crispy. They:then-askedfordfeedback from
other learners and:staff,ithisi\was/very positive,
the comments were added to.coursework-as
evidence. T Debbie J



Our learnersin Olive had an excitingcopportunity
this week to get up-close/withoour friendly: corn
snake WillowtQLLk:r fnaapldd atbiitldé 4nddRU |
gentle nature, unigque patterns,-and important
role in the €cosystem,eachideanner ook turns

carefully handling andobservingtit.



Happy Birthday:toyyou

This week, we/wereldelightedto celebratdrranis

birthday in school. Heproudly shared acdelicious

cake with his classmates, -and-everyone gathere

to sing, enjoy-asslice pandimakefthe day: feelextr
special.



This week Arran showed fantastic responsibility
by takingpartiinllitter picking-around the: school
grounds. Equippedwith:acgrabberand arbright
smile, he helpedtidyoutdoor-areas;collecting
rubbish and makingcour-environment:saferand
more welcoming for everyone.
Great work /Arran!!



Here arethedelicious chocolate cupcakes and
scones that Tommy:-and Jaydefrom Saplings 2
have madeiinccatering his week
Both are veryproud!
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Well done! They dloock:amazing!



Our vocational learnershave been getting:stuck
Into carpentry and woodwork:thisweek;and/the
workshop has lbeenfullcof focus teamwork;and
plenty of creativity. [Fromrmeasuning:and sandinc
to hammering and-assembling, the:group
explored practical skills using realtoolsand
materials.



After our DT dessomon papyrus paperand creatin
our own Egyptian-paperdearners participated-inar
extension task @f making\. 22 gjcaU 1 6 maskd U
They followed:stephy:steprinstructions:carefully
and will finish their project mextiweek.
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Our learners enjoyed-an:excitingock-climbing
session this week, taking-on ithe: challenge/with
enthusiasm and determination. WVith
encouragement from staff and-each-other; they
learned how to use:the-equipment:safely,
practised new climbing techniques, -and pushed
themselves to reachrhigherwith-every empt.
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Jake and Abel have
stepped outside their
comfort zones and tried

new things this weekK.
Greaterngagement boys
i Well done!
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Leightonhas been polite when asked 1
open the door Superstat.eighton!

Shout out to Kiean
Zane Harley and
Charlotte for being in
their full uniformi You
look great!

Codyrecognised his emotions and asked
go for a walki Brilliant taking
responsibility Cdy, were very praid of
youT well done!

Shout out to Emilia focompleting heEnglish

Entry level 2i Greatwork Emilia!

Shout out to Bobby who has been takin
reading books home and doing extra
homeworkand bringing his writing and
work in to show his teache®8o proud of
you Bobby!!
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Cody has engaged
in his science lessot
i Brilliant Cody!
Well done!

Emilia has apologied to staff for
calling them a ame. Super proud of
you Emilid Thais greatindependently
takingresponsibility.

McKenzie and Ollie K have been aring
safe and sensible to Orcharcadg to start
their learningi Brilliant boys, well done!

Matthewacknowedged needed
something to dé® Amazingtaking
responsibility Matthew Well dore!

Well dore! Josh forwaiting for
your laptopto be readyBrilliant
sensible behaviour!

Lovely to see Tyler H in hisew Hoody
this week, well done! Shout out to Emilii
in her school jumpeiVell done,Bobby,
Ollie and Ethan in your uniform
Well done!



Dates for the Diary
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Free books and
magazines

Shropshire e-library

Did you know Shropshire Library's e-library lets you read or listen to thousands of
adults and kids books and magazines without leaving the house?

E-books and audio books

Cloud Library has thousands of e-books and audio books, which can be accessed on
Android, Apple or Kindle devices. Just download the relevant app and login in with
your library id and pin number (forgot your PIN? You can reset it here Prices and
PINS | Shropshire Council). For younger readers there is a kid's mode to make the
app even easier to use.

E-newspapers and magazines

This service is provided by PressReader and gives access to over 7000 newspapers
and magazines, including most of the UK national papers. So whether you are looking
for recipe inspiration, fitness or fashion advice, or the latest news, save money and
see If PressReader stock the publication you want.

To access this service you will need to click 'sign in* the select ‘Library or Group’ sign
in, choose Shropshire Libraries from the list, and then enter your library card number
and PIN.

Free access expires every 30 days but can be refreshed simply by logging out and
then in again.



Food Banks

If you are struggling to buy food you may be able to get emergency food through a
food bank. To use a food bank you may need a referral. There are many people who
can make a referral for you including health professionals, advice workers, housing
associations and Shropshire Council. You can find your local food bank and further
information here on the Shropshire Larder website.

Food Shares and Community Kitchens

Food shares and Community kitchens redistribute surplus food on a ‘pay as you feel
basis - meaning you pay as much as you can or are willing to spend. These are often
open to everyone and are aimed at stopping food waste. Local projects include:

» Shrewsbury Food Hub

o Osnosh Community Kitchen - Oswestry

» Ludlow Foodbank Open Table Events

» |udlow Hands Together Community Fridge
» Highley Community Project

» Telford Community Grocery Store

Community Meals

There are several organisations where you can go for a light bite or meal, including:

Grace Church Shrewsbury

Osnosh Community Kitchen Oswestry
Cosy Cafe Albrighton

Mayfair Centre Church Stretton

Couch to Fitness Programme with Our Parks

Get active from the comfort of your own home with Couch to Fitness by Our Parks. Bit
by bit you'll feel fitter, when you stick to their free online fitness programme. It's
amazing what a difference it can makel They have lots of different options as part of
the programme including:

Prenatal and postnatal programmes
Family Fit

Dance workouts

Bitesize workouts

Find out more here: Couch to Fitness | Couch to Fithess




Free health and wellbeing courses

Online courses

Make 2026 to be the year you feel more in tune with your family with these free online
learning pathways from Togetherness.

Expertly designed by NHS professionals they will help you to become a more
confident parent by learning about child brain development, behaviour that
challenges, communication and your own wellbeing needs, because parenting is a
Jjourney that is always changing!

The pathways are broken down into bite-size learning that can be completed at your
own pace. Pathways include:

+ Understanding your baby

* Understanding your child: from toddler to teenager

* Understanding your child with additional needs

+ Moving up to secondary school for children with additional needs
» Understanding your child's feelings

» Understanding your child's mental health and wellbeing

» Understanding your teenager's brain

* Understanding your relationships

» Understanding your own trauma

Shropshire residents can use the access code DARWIN18 to get the pathways for
free. Find out more and sign up here: Online | earning

Local groups

We also have local in-person groups running for the following learning pathways,
where you will be able to get expert advice from our Parenting Team and meet other
parents.

* Understanding your child: from toddler to teenager
* Understanding your child with additional needs

To find out more about local groups please contact the parenting team via email
parenting.team(@shropshire.gov.uk or call 01743 250950




Coffee and Chat - Early Help support

You can get free Information, advice and support on all aspects of family life, at our
Family Drop-Ins and Stay and Plays. You can chat, have a cuppa and see how we
can help you with:

+ Family life

* Parenting support

* Domestic abuse support

+ Money worries

+ Housing support

+ Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND)
* and much more

To find your local drop in please visit the Family Information Directory

Coffee and chat sessions

Virtual Village Hall

Brought to you by the charity, Royal Voluntary Service, the Virtual Village Hall is a
free, online activity hub and community. It's designed to help people stay physically
and mentally active, socially connected and having fun, as well as supporting them to
better manage their health, including long-term health conditions.

From Art to Zumba, there are 12-15 free live sessions every week and a library of
2,200 free sessions to choose from, all led by expert tutors and presenters, including
some well-known faces._ It's free to join and take part with no sign in or subscription
required.

They have some fantastic exercise classes including Street dance, HIIT workouts,
Filates and Yoga. You can see all the activities on offer here: Online Activity Sessions
| Mirtual Village Hall | Royal Voluntary Service

NHS Healthier Families

The NHS Healthier Families website has lots of ideas for games and activities, with
your favourite Disney and Marvel heroes, that will keep your kids moving. The website
also has advice on healthy eating, recipe ideas and lunchbox inspiration. You can visit
the website here: Healthier Families - Home - NHS




Food Banks

If you are struggling to buy food you may be able to get emergency food through a
food bank. To use a food bank you may need a referral. There are many people who
can make a referral for you including health professionals, advice workers, housing
associations and Shropshire Council. You can find your local food bank and further
information here on the Shropshire Larder website.

Food Shares and Community Kitchens

Food shares and Community kitchens redistribute surplus food on a ‘pay as you feel'
basis - meaning you pay as much as you can or are willing to spend. These are often
open to everyone and are aimed at stopping food waste. Local projects include:

» Shrewsbury Food Hub

o Osnosh Community Kitchen - Oswestry

» Ludlow Foodbank Open Table Events

» |Ludlow Hands Together Community Fridge
» Highley Community Project

» Telford Community Grocery Store

Community Meals

There are several organisations where you can go for a light bite or meal, including:

» Grace Church Shrewsbury

* (Osnosh Community Kitchen Oswestry
» Cosy Cafe Albrighton

o Mayfair Centre Church Stretion







