
   

 

Friday 23rd January 2026 

Headteachers report of the week 
 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
We have seen a wonderful celebration of learning, teamwork, and 
community spirit across Woodlands this week. Our vocational 
sessions have been a particular highlight, with learners fully engaging 
in hands on activities and developing practical skills with confidence. 
It has been especially inspiring to see our older learners stepping into 
supportive roles, guiding, encouraging, and working alongside younger 
peers. Their leadership has helped create a calm, purposeful, and 
collaborative atmosphere that reflects the very best of our school 
values. 
 

In food preparation, learners have embraced the opportunity to work 
together, try new techniques, and produce delicious results. These 
sessions have encouraged independence while also strengthening 
teamwork as they planned, prepared, and shared their culinary 
creations. 
 

Our commitment to caring for the environment has also been shining 
through. Learners have taken pride in keeping our school grounds tidy 
through regular litter picking. Their enthusiasm for looking after our 
shared spaces shows a growing sense of responsibility and respect for 
the world around them. 
 

This spirit of community extended beyond the classroom during our 
enrichment activity of rock climbing. Learners challenged themselves, 
supported one another, and celebrated every success, big and small. 
It was a fantastic reminder of what can be achieved when we work 
together and believe in our abilities. 
 

Across all these experiences, our learners have shown resilience, 
kindness, and a willingness to try new things. I am incredibly proud of 
the Woodlands community and all they are accomplishing. 
 

Best wishes 
Jules 
 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

Learners put their investigative 
skills to the test this week, with 

a hands-on scratch test 
used to explore material 

hardness. By gently scratching 
different materials and 

everyday objects against one 
another, learners learned how 

scientists use the Mohs 
Hardness Scale to identify 

unknown materials. 
 



 

 

 

 

  

Olive continued diving into the vibrant world of 
Pop Art, discovering how artists like Andy Warhol 

and Roy Lichtenstein turned everyday objects 
and bold colours into iconic works of art. After 

learning about the movement’s playful style and 
eye-catching techniques, learners had the 
chance to complete their very own piece of 

fantastic Pop Art. 
  



   

Our Olive learners had a fantastic time in the 
kitchen this week as they rolled up their sleeves to 

make their very own pizzas. They explored a 
colourful selection of toppings, ranging from 

classic cheese and tomato to peppers, sweetcorn, 
and more adventurous choices. 

 



 

   

 

  

 

Our learners recently 
enjoyed a hands-on 

cooking session where they 
created their very own 

spring rolls from scratch. 
After preparing a colourful 

mix of fresh vegetables, 
they carefully filled and 

wrapped each roll, 
practising fine motor skills 
and following step by step 

instructions with 
confidence. 

 



  

Fun in forest school. Learners started the lesson 
with building a tent for shelter and finished with a 

tasty treat by the campfire 
- Sian 

 



 

 

  

 

In our free time in primary we have been 
exploring musical instruments the learners have 
really enjoyed trying different instruments. Ollie 

and Bobby really enjoyed creating musical 
sounds together. 

- Sian 

 



  

 

In activities primary enjoyed joining Andy in the 
workshop.  Mathew was a big help supporting 

primary learners well done Mathew! 
- Sian 



 

  

Ryan and Lincoln prepared chicken breast by 
cutting them into Goujons, coating them with 

spiced Panko Breadcrumbs and cooking them 
until crispy. They then asked for feedback from 
other learners and staff, this was very positive, 
the comments were added to coursework as 

evidence. – Debbie J 
 



 

  

Our learners in Olive had an exciting opportunity 
this week to get up close with our friendly corn 
snake Willow. After learning about the snake’s 
gentle nature, unique patterns, and important 
role in the ecosystem, each learner took turns 

carefully handling and observing it. 
 



 

 

  

Happy Birthday to you! 
 

This week, we were delighted to celebrate Arran’s 
birthday in school. He proudly shared a delicious 
cake with his classmates, and everyone gathered 
to sing, enjoy a slice, and make the day feel extra 

special. 
 



  

This week, Arran showed fantastic responsibility 
by taking part in litter picking around the school 
grounds. Equipped with a grabber and a bright 
smile, he helped tidy outdoor areas, collecting 
rubbish and making our environment safer and 

more welcoming for everyone. 
Great work Arran!! 



 

 

  

Here are the delicious chocolate cupcakes and 
scones that Tommy and Jayden from Saplings 2 

have made in catering this week.   
Both are very proud! 

- Anna 

Well done! They look amazing! 



 

  

Our vocational learners have been getting stuck 
into carpentry and woodwork this week, and the 
workshop has been full of focus, teamwork, and 
plenty of creativity. From measuring and sanding 

to hammering and assembling, the group 
explored practical skills using real tools and 

materials. 
 



 

  

After our DT lesson on papyrus paper and creating 
our own Egyptian paper learners participated in an 

extension task of making Tutankhamen’s mask. 
They followed step by step instructions carefully 

and will finish their project next week.   
- Sian 



  

Our learners enjoyed an exciting rock-climbing 
session this week, taking on the challenge with 

enthusiasm and determination. With 
encouragement from staff and each other, they 

learned how to use the equipment safely, 
practised new climbing techniques, and pushed 
themselves to reach higher with every attempt. 

 



   

Jake and Abel have 

stepped outside their 

comfort zones and tried 

new things this week. – 

Great engagement boys 

– Well done! 

- Ollie K organised the kitchen, washed up 

and stacked the dishwasher at Orchard. 

Amazing taking responsibility Ollie,  

Well done! 

- Ollie K sat and did his learning, encouraged 

and supported his peer to engage and 

continue with their learner – Super proud 

of you Ollie, great work, well done! 

Emilia has apologised to staff for 

calling them a name. Super proud of 

you Emilia! That’s great independently 

taking responsibility.  

Cody has engaged 

in his science lesson 

– Brilliant Cody! 

Well done! 

Leighton has been polite when asked to 

open the door – Superstar Leighton!  

Shout out to Kiean, 

Zane, Harley and 

Charlotte for being in 

their full uniform – You 

look great! 
McKenzie and Ollie K have been arriving 

safe and sensible to Orchard ready to start 

their learning – Brilliant boys, well done! 

Matthew acknowledged needed 

something to do – Amazing taking 

responsibility Matthew – Well done! 

Cody recognised his emotions and asked to 

go for a walk – Brilliant taking 

responsibility Cody, we’re very proud of 

you – well done! 

Shout out to Emilia for completing her English 

Entry level 2 – Great work Emilia! 

 Well done! Josh for waiting for 

your laptop to be ready. Brilliant 

sensible behaviour! 

Shout out to Bobby who has been taking 

reading books home and doing extra 

homework and bringing his writing and 

work in to show his teacher. So proud of 

you Bobby!! 

Lovely to see Tyler H in his new Hoody 

this week, well done! Shout out to Emilia 

in her school jumper. Well done, Bobby, 

Ollie and Ethan in your uniform  

Well done! 



 

 

 

 

  

Dates for the Diary 
 

• February Half-term 
- 16/2/26 – 20/2/26 

 

• PD Day  
- Monday 23rd February 

 

• PCP Parents Evenings 

➢ Thursday 12th March 3.30 – 5.30 
- Online, by phone or in person 

 
➢ Thursday 9th July 3.30 – 5.30 

- Online, by phone or in person 
 



 

  

Headteacher  
Awards 

- Charlotte – for a positive attitude towards her 
English lessons 

- Cody – for completing 2 pieces of work about 
cities. Fantastic effort and engagement. 

- Leo Gi – for his calm and focussed approach 
to school this week 

- Leo Gu – for his excellent engagement in 
Lexia 

- Olly N – for self regulating positively and 
perservering with his Lexia when he found it 
difficult 

- Rocco – for engaging maturely in a restorative 
conversation 

- Taylor – for engaging positively with Lexia 
- Tyler ST – for fantatic engagement and 

perserverance in English this week 

 



  



 

 



 



 

 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 



  



  

  



  



 

 

Why not follow us on Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/WoodlandsShropshire/ 

 

Or 
 

Take a look at our website! 
 

www.woodlands.school 
Or 

Join the conversation - We love hearing from 
you! Share your thoughts, questions, and 

suggestions with us. 
rachel.bates@wdl.mmat.co.uk 

 

If you need to contact us out of normal school 
hours, please either email on the above 

address  

07967 763324 

 

Sending an Email to the Safeguarding Team 
 
 

safeguarding@wdl.mmat.co.uk 
 
 
 

- If you have any worries Parents/Carers or Students, please 
email the above address. 
 

- Students, you can use your school accounts or personal email 
addresses. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/WoodlandsShropshire/
http://www.woodlands.school/
mailto:rachel.bates@wdl.mmat.co.uk
mailto:safeguarding@wdl.mmat.co.uk


 


