
   

 

Friday 16th January 2026 

Headteachers report of the week 
 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

It has been a pleasure to welcome everyone back to school after the 
Christmas break. Despite last week’s snowfall leading to a partial closure, it 
has been wonderful to see the school quickly return to its usual energy, 
focus, and sense of purpose. I would like to thank families for their flexibility 
and understanding during the disruption caused by the weather. 
 

Since our return, learning has resumed at pace across the school, and it has 
been particularly rewarding to see the enthusiasm and creativity our 
learners have brought to their work. In art, we have seen some truly inspiring 
outcomes, highlighting the power of observation, imagination, and 
confidence. We celebrate big ideas and personal expression, and they 
remind us that great art can be fierce, joyful, and full of heart all at once. The 
pride our learners take in their creative achievements continues to be a real 
strength of our school community. 
 

Our vocational and technical learning spaces have been equally impressive. 
In one session, a learner undertook the challenging task of stripping down 
an engine. This task required patience, precision, and a strong 
understanding of mechanical systems. By examining the engine piece by 
piece, our learner gained valuable insight into how faults can occur and how 
repairs are approached in real-world settings. Alongside this, another 
learner focused on electrical systems, developing essential practical 
knowledge. Through close observation and guided discussion, the learner 
identified key components and considered safety, functionality, and correct 
organisation within the unit. This activity played an important role in 
building foundational knowledge for future electrical work. 
 

These examples reflect the breadth of learning taking place across our 
school and the commitment of both staff and learners to developing 
confidence, independence, and real-world skills. 
 
As we move forward into the rest of the term, we look forward to building on 
this strong start and continuing to support every learner in achieving their 
best. 
Thank you, as always, for your ongoing support. 
 

Best wishes 
Jules 
 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

This week, Olive began an exciting new art project exploring the 
bold and expressive world of Pop Art. Taking inspiration from 
popular culture, and striking graphic styles, learners started 

experimenting with colour and line to create eye-catching 
designs. 

Olive learned how artists use Pop Art to transform ordinary 
images into something extraordinary. From exaggerated shapes 

to high-contrast colours, the focus was on confidence, 
creativity, and making art that really stands out. 

As the project develops, learners will see how visual impact and 
personal expression work together.  

We’re looking forward to seeing how each piece evolves and to 
sharing the finished artworks very soon! 

 



 

 

 

 

  

Two incredible pieces of artwork this week:  
An amazing dinosaur picture bursting with energy, detail, 
and imagination. Coming out of the page, the dinosaur is 

brought to life with bold colour, confident lines, and a 
sense of movement that makes it feel ready to step straight 
out of the picture. Every scale, tooth, and shadow has been 

carefully considered, with impressive attention to detail 
making it the kind of picture that demands a second look, 

and then a third. 

Amazing!! Tyler ST  



   

Equally unforgettable is this incredible dog, full 
of character and charm. Leo’s artwork perfectly 
reflects the dog’s personality. Expressive eyes, 

thoughtful shading, and clever use of colour 
bringing the picture to life. It’s clear that this 

wasn’t just about drawing an animal, but about 
capturing a feeling. 

Brilliant!! Leo  
 



 

   

 

  

 

Ollie tried on some war artefacts that John 
had brought in that his family had kept 

from the war.  
- Natalie D 



  

In science Acorns 2 were investigating 
what hardness is and how to identify it, 

through the use of a scratch test.   
- Natalie D 



 

 

  

 This week KS3 have been baking a variety 
of items, working independently as 

possible on recipes they are familiar with. 
Some have also been practicing  

'Culinary terms'  
- Debbie J 



  

 

Amazing creative writing from saplings 4.  
All they had was the title “Escape” we looked at 

our own favourite stories, the structure of a story 
and then designed a framework to plan our own 

stories. They were all very engaged, creative, and 
even though they were all given the same title 
they have created different amazing stories.  

Well done! 
- Magz 



  

In English this week Saplings 2 have been 
exploring the world of books and creative 
writing. They were really focussed during 

their English assessment writing their own 
story and spent some time reading books and 

using our bananagrams to make words. 
- Magz 



 

  

Harley confidently stripped down an engine 
in Vocational this week, carefully dismantling 

each component to explore how the parts 
work together.  

 

Also in the workshop, Zane was examining a 
domestic consumer unit, developing his 

understanding of household electrical 
systems.  

 

Vocational 



  

This week’s Branch Tuesday focused on 
promoting health, activity, and wellbeing, 

giving learners the opportunity to take 
positive steps towards a balanced and 

healthy lifestyle. 
 



   

Leighton, Morgan, Tyler 

H and Corey engaged 

positively with their new 

surroundings and 

building- Well done boys! 

Lincoln has been engaging in every lesson  
- So proud of you Lincoln! 

Welcome to the Woodlands family Abel, Jake and 

Angel, they have all had positive first lessons. 

Also, welcome to Ethan who recently joined us and is 

engaging positively in his lessons 
- Lovely to have you all with us! 

Tyler H and Leighton completed an 

unplanned fire drill successfully, 

following instructions to right place – 

Great taking responsibility and being 

safe. Well done! 

Shout out to Tyler 

H for offering his 

chocolate around – 

Great sharing 

Tyler!! 

Romeo had an amazing lesson with the 

music service – Amazing Romeo!  

Well done! 

Shout out to Matthew who has 

been helping Hasan around 

school fixing doors and 

moving leaves – proud of you 

Matthew 

Well done to Romeo for remaining regulated 

during Maths and carrying on during a tricky 

session – Great work Romeo!! 

Shout out to Xander for supporting 

his peer during Maths 

Morgan and Corey have engaged well with 

their Maths at Orchard. Super proud of you 

boys well done! 

Shout out to Destiny who supported a peer in 

distress. Amazing mentoring Destiny! Really proud 

you, well done! 



 

 

 

 

  

Dates for the Diary 
 

• February Half-term 
- 16/2/26 – 20/2/26 

 

• PD Day  
- Monday 23rd February 

 

• PCP Parents Evenings 

➢ Thursday 12th March 3.30 – 5.30 
- Online, by phone or in person 

 
➢ Thursday 9th July 3.30 – 5.30 

- Online, by phone or in person 
 



 

  

Headteacher  
Awards 



 

  



 

  



  

  



  

  



  



 

 

Why not follow us on Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/WoodlandsShropshire/ 

 

Or 
 

Take a look at our website! 
 

www.woodlands.school 
Or 

Join the conversation - We love hearing from 
you! Share your thoughts, questions, and 

suggestions with us. 
rachel.bates@wdl.mmat.co.uk 

 

If you need to contact us out of normal school 
hours, please either email on the above 

address  

07967 763324 

 

Sending an Email to the Safeguarding Team 
 
 

safeguarding@wdl.mmat.co.uk 
 
 
 

- If you have any worries Parents/Carers or Students, please 
email the above address. 
 

- Students, you can use your school accounts or personal email 
addresses. 
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