
  

 

 

 

 

Friday 7th November 2025 

Headteachers report of the week 
 

It’s been wonderful to welcome our learners back to school after the 
break, the corridors are once again buzzing with energy and laughter. 
 
From the very first day, learners have thrown themselves into a wide 
range of activities with enthusiasm and curiosity. Whether it’s creative 
writing, science experiments, sports or enrichment trips, it’s clear that 
everyone is excited to be back and ready to make the most of the term 
ahead. 
 
This week, our learners had the exciting opportunity to take part in an 
enrichment activity that combined physical challenge with pure 
enjoyment — ice skating! They took to the rink with enthusiasm and 
courage. For many, it was a brand-new experience, and it was 
wonderful to see them supporting one another, laughing through 
wobbly starts, and celebrating small victories as they gained 
confidence on the ice. Beyond the fun, this activity encouraged 
resilience, teamwork, and a sense of adventure, all key ingredients in 
a well-rounded education. It was a joy to witness their determination 
and the kindness they showed in helping each other stay upright and 
keep going. We’re proud of every learner who gave it a go, and grateful 
to the staff who made the activity such a success. 
 

Best wishes 
 
Jules 
 



 
 

 

  

 

As part of this week's branch theme of kindness, Saplings 1 were given a 
special task during their English lesson on Wednesday, which was 
kindly covered by James. Learners were asked to reflect on what 

kindness means to them and express it through their writing. 
The results were heartwarming and thoughtful, showcasing learners 

understanding of empathy, generosity, and compassion. Their work is a 
beautiful reminder of the importance of kindness in our everyday lives, 

and we’re proud to share it with you. 
Take a look at what they created — it’s sure to brighten your day! 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

This week, our brave learners swapped their school shoes for skates and hit 
the ice for an enrichment activity that was equal parts thrilling and hilarious. 

From the moment they stepped onto the rink, it was clear we had a mix of 
future Olympians and professional penguin impersonators. There were 

graceful glides, dramatic flops, and enough laughter to melt the ice (almost). 
Whether they were clinging to the barrier like it was a lifeline or zooming past 

with surprising speed, every learner gave it their all — and looked fabulous 
doing it. 

Beyond the tumbles and twirls, the trip was a brilliant way to build confidence, 
resilience, and a sense of camaraderie. Plus, we discovered that kindness 

really shines when someone helps you up after you’ve accidentally sat down 
on the ice… again. 

 



  

Willow has galloped her way to glory by earning her  
Bronze Award in horse jumping! 

With nerves of steel and a saddle full of determination, she’s 
shown incredible skill, balance, and bravery, not to mention a 
great bond with her horse. From trotting confidently to soaring 
over jumps, she’s proved that hard work (and a few carrots for 

the horse) really do pay off. 
This achievement is no small feat, it takes hours of practice, a 
strong partnership between rider and horse, and the ability to 
stay calm when your ride decides it’s more interested in grass 

than glory. But she handled it all like a true equestrian star. 
Huge congratulations on this fantastic milestone, we’re so proud 

and can’t wait to see what heights she’ll jump to next! 
 

“Willow achieved another award today, her bronze Jump 
award. I’m very proud of her and I think more importantly she 

is very proud of herself!” - Becky 
 
 



 

  

Lexi and Charlotte from 
Saplings 3 practiced 

seasoning, 
experimenting with a 

variety of flavours.  
- Debbie J 



 

 

 

  

In a surprising twist to an ordinary school day, Bobby and 
Oscar, our eagle-eyed learners made a delightful discovery 

just outside the double doors leading to their playground  
— a newt! 

There was a moment of excitement as the tiny creature was 
spotted making its way across the path like a very slow, very 

slimy celebrity. Learners quickly gathered, showing curiosity, 
care, and impressive detective skills as they observed their 

unexpected visitor. 
The newt was gently relocated to a safer spot, away from busy 

feet and footballs, and learners took the opportunity to ask 
questions, share facts, and wonder aloud whether it might be 
magical (we can’t confirm, but it did have a certain sparkle). 
It was a lovely reminder of the nature that surrounds us, and 

how even the smallest creatures can spark big curiosity. 
 



 

  

There’s no stopping Acorns 1 (or should I 
rename them Fishes 1!) who proudly achieved 

their 50metre swimming badges this week. 
Great encouragement and support 

demonstrated by all  
-Ceri 



 

  

Acorns 1 had fun at forest school learning about the fire 
triangle and how to safely light a campfire with flint and 

steel. Happy Bonfire Night everyone  
- Ceri 



   



  



 

  



 

 



   

 



 



  



 

 

 

  

Woodlands  
Shout Outs 

 

• Shout out to Primary for a great first week back – well 
done! Primary 

• Tommy has been a brilliant mentor this week, gentle 
and nurturing. Also, Tommy has been very grown up 
asking to go ice-skating and waiting to see if there 
was a space. – Well done! Tommy, we are all really 
proud of you! 

• Leighton took responsibility this week and with no 
support from staff he recognised and apologised then 
supported a learner after accidently upsetting them. – 
Amazing!! Leighton – Well done! 

• Romeo has had a good week this week, explaining his 
learning of oxygenated blood going through the heart 
– Wow!!! Romeo, Brilliant engagement! 

• Willow, Romeo and Emilia showed great engagement 
in their English lesson this week, a highlight for their 
teacher Natalie – Great work all!! – Well done! 
 

 



 

   

• Frankie – Lee for being your BEST and following guidance 
offered 

 
• Kiean for fantastic work in Literacy and Maths this week 

 
• Lacey A for taking responsibility and being your BEST by 

handing your phone in and engaging in lessons 

 
• Matthew for good literacy engagement 

 
• Noah Hu for supporting learners to be their BEST 

 
• Zane for engagement in all areas this week 

Headteacher  
Awards 



 

 

Why not follow us on Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/WoodlandsShropshire/ 

 

Or 
 

Take a look at our website! 
 

www.woodlands.school 
Or 

Join the conversation - We love hearing from 
you! Share your thoughts, questions, and 

suggestions with us. 
rachel.bates@wdl.mmat.co.uk 

 

If you need to contact us out of normal school 
hours, please either email on the above 

address  

07967 763324 

 

Sending an Email to the Safeguarding Team 
 
 

safeguarding@wdl.mmat.co.uk 
 
 
 

- If you have any worries Parents/Carers or Students, please 
email the above address. 
 

- Students, you can use your school accounts or personal email 
addresses. 
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