
  

 

 

 

 

Friday 25th September 2025 

Headteachers report of the week 
 
This week, a group of enthusiastic learners embarked on a unique journey of 

personal development and team building at the scenic Alderford Lake. With the 

tranquil waters as their backdrop and padel boards as their vessels, they 

discovered new strengths, built deeper connections, and embraced the power of 

collaboration. 

 

Alderford Lake offers more than just beautiful views, it’s a space designed for 

reflection, challenge and growth. The calm yet expansive setting provided the 

perfect environment for learners to step out of their comfort zones and into a 

shared experience of learning and adventure.  

 

Far from just a fun activity, padel boarding became a metaphor for balance, 

resilience and trust. Learners navigated the water together, practicing 

communication, coordination and mutual support. Whether they were helping 

each other stay upright or cheering on a teammate trying something new, every 

moment was a lesson in teamwork. 

 

Throughout the morning learners engaged in guided reflection sessions, 

exploring how the challenges on the lake mirrored their personal lives. Many 

spoke about gaining confidence, learning to rely on others and discovering 

leadership qualities they had not seen in themselves before. 

 

The shared experience fostered a sense of unity and camaraderie that will carry 

forward into future projects and learning environments. By working together in 

an unfamiliar setting, learners-built trust and empathy, key ingredients for any 

successful team. 

 

Best wishes 

 

Jules 
 



 

 

  

At Forest School this week, our 

learners rolled up their sleeves 

and got creative! Using tools and 

teamwork, we began shaping an 

exciting new area that we can’t 

wait to explore and enjoy. We 

also tried our hand at drilling 

holes in acorns—an early step in 

a brand-new project. Watch this 

space to see what grows from 

our hard work! 

Sian – Acorns 1 

 



  

This week in acorns 1 we 

celebrated Kody's birthday. He 

had a very special cake request 

of coffee cake. Ceri made a 

delicious cappuccino cake which 

was enjoyed by all.  

- Sian – Acorns 1 



 

  

This week in our cooking lessons, our 

learners travelled to Italy to make authentic 

pizza! From kneading dough to adding tasty 

toppings, everyone enjoyed creating (and 

eating) a slice of Italian culture together. 

- Sian – Acorns 1 

 

Foods from around the world 



 

 
 

  

 

Saplings 3 made pizza 

dough and have developed 

their skills in making 

cheesy stuffed crust.  

- Debbie J 

 

Pizza 



 

  Saplings 3 enjoyed searching for bugs and 

identifying them as part of the Woodlands Trust 

school activities. They were careful to return 

them safely to their habitat.  

- Debbie J 

 



  

Shout out to Andy, Matthew and Xander for 

their amazing work on the bottle green house 

in the Sensory Green! Keep a look out to see 

this take shape over the next few weeks. 

Noah Ho has made a beautiful sign for the 

garden! – Well done, Noah! 



 

 

  

Vocational 

Shout out to Thomas, great work 

in Vocational! 

Lovely to see you 



 

  

Here is Thomas’ finished work 

ready for painting.  

A bat box 

Great work Thomas! 



  

As part of their Personal Development 

programme, learners took part in a 

team building morning.  

They visited Alderford Lake near 

Whitchurch and took part in paddle 

sports activities 



 

  



 

  



 

 



 

 



   



 

 

 

  



  

 



 

 

   

Headteacher  

Awards 

Woodlands  

Shout Outs 

 

 

• Lacey A for a fantastic effort at both the Grange and Reach 

• Romeo for being so polite when staff were sorting out his functional 

skills maths exam 

• Zane for engaging in all tasks despite distractions 



 

 

Why not follow us on Facebook 

https://www.facebook.com/WoodlandsShropshire/ 
 

Or 
 

Take a look at our website! 
 

www.woodlands.school 

Or 

Join the conversation - We love hearing from you! 

Share your thoughts, questions, and suggestions 

with us. 

rachel.bates@wdl.mmat.co.uk 

 

If you need to contact us out of normal school 

hours, please either email on the above address  

 or call Rachel Bates on 07967 763324 

 

Sending an Email to the Safeguarding Team 
 
 

safeguarding@wdl.mmat.co.uk 
 
 
 

- If you have any worries Parents/Carers or Students, please email the 

above address. 
 

- Students, you can use your school accounts or personal email 

addresses. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/WoodlandsShropshire/
http://www.woodlands.school/
mailto:rachel.bates@wdl.mmat.co.uk
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