
 

Friday 2nd February 2024 
 

  

Headteachers report of the week. 
 

I get up at 5:30 every morning to be ready for work. Actually, that's an outright lie... I get 
up at 6 o'clock even though I really should get up at 5:30, because I press snooze a few 
times to put off getting out of my cozy bed into the cold! I know that it would be better 
for me if I did actually get up when my alarm first went off but making myself do that is 
very difficult. 
 
What's this got to do with school? Well, as I was driving to work, I noticed how light it is 
outside, even compared to last week, and it suddenly struck me how next week we are 
halfway through this academic year and our year 11s have 12 weeks of school left. I 
spoke to all of the pupils in assembly this morning about how important it is not to 
waste valuable learning time. It goes in the blink of an eye and you can't get it back. 
Suddenly you find, you don't have much time left in school and there is little time left to 
cover some of the things you missed because you weren't motivated to do your learning 
when you were supposed to and thought "it'll be ok, I'll do it eventually”. 
 
I know a lot of parents who have said to me "I wish I'd done my learning when I had the 
chance": I hope that over the coming weeks the year 11s do find that motivation for the 
last push in their learning. They still have that valuable time left to prepare for their 
GCSEs. I may even be motivated by them to get out of my bed when the alarm goes off 
instead of having "just one more snooze!" Well... you never know! 
 

Best Wishes 

 

Jules 



     

Reading at Woodlands 





  
 



  



 

 

IT Service Engineer 

 
Also called: Computer service and repair technician, IT engineer, IT service technician, IT 

support engineer, IT field engineer 

 

IT service engineers install and repair computer systems and equipment. 

 

Average salary (a year): £12,000 (starter) to £30,000 (experienced) 

 

Typical hours (a week): 39 to 41 a week (you could work on call and or/on shifts) 

You can get into this job through: 

College 

You could take a college course, which may help you find a trainee job. Courses include: 

• Level 2 Certificate in IT Support 

• Level 3 Diploma in ICT Professional Competence 

Entry requirements 

You may need: 

• 2 or more GCSEs at grades 9 to 3 (A* to D), or equivalent, for a level 2 course 

• 4 or 5 GCSEs at grades 9 to 4 (A* to C), or equivalent, including English and maths and 

computing 

Apprenticeship 
You could do an Information Communications Technician or Digital Support Technician Level 3 
Advanced Apprenticeship. 
 

You would learn how to install equipment and software, how to handle incidents and deal with 
requests for help. 
 

Entry requirements 

You'll usually need: 

• some GCSEs, usually including English and maths, or equivalent, for an intermediate 

apprenticeship 

• 5 GCSEs at grades 9 to 4 (A* to C), or equivalent, including English and maths, for an advanced 

apprenticeship 

Work 

You could start work as an assistant IT technician after taking GCSEs or A levels and train on the job. 

 

 



  Career tips 
You may also find it useful to get an industry standard certification like: 

• CompTia A+ 

• Microsoft Certified Solutions Associate 

• ITIL 

 
Further information: You can find out more about careers and training in computing 

from techskills and The Chartered Institute for IT. 

Skills and knowledge 
You'll need: 

• the ability to repair machines or systems 

• to be thorough and pay attention to detail 

• analytical thinking skills 

• excellent verbal communication skills 

• the ability to use your initiative 

• knowledge of computer operating systems, hardware and software 

• problem-solving skills 

• the ability to work well with your hands 

• to have a thorough understanding of computer systems and applications 

 

Day-to-day tasks 

In this role you could: 

• cost and install new IT systems to meet security regulations 

• upgrade existing hardware, software and networks 

• document systems so others can provide ongoing support 

• set up new PCs for people and train staff 

• carry out on-site maintenance to prevent future problems 

• log and prioritise faults and queries 

• fix faulty equipment and testing systems 

• put back-up systems in place 

 

Working environment 

You could work in an office, at a client's business, at a training centre, at a university or at a 

college. 

 

Career progression 

With experience, you could become a service supervisor. 

With further training and qualifications, you could also move into network engineering, IT 
security, database administration, project management, training or technical sales. 

Another option is to set up your own company, providing a service to local businesses and 
consumers. 

 

 

https://certification.comptia.org/certifications/a
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/learning/mcsa-certification.aspx
https://www.itil.org.uk/
https://techskills.org/careers/
https://www.bcs.org/it-careers/get-into-tech-how-to-build-a-career-in-it/


  



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9th February 2024 Just Dance Athon 

22nd March 2024 Woodlands Bake/decorate 

24th May 2024 Quiz off 

July 2024 House Sports Day Finale 

 

11,121
13,308

Red

Blue



                              

 

This Week at WOODLANDS 
• Saplings 3 reading routine has been a real 

success this week  

– Great reading Saplings 3!!! 

• Scott has shown some excellent questioning and 

understanding of maths concepts – Fantastic work 

Scott!! 

• Ollie and Brae have been collaborating  

and produced an amazing rap! – Superstars! 

• Oaks 3 have done a mock exam for English this week – 

Wow, great work! 

• Jodie has made the most mouth-watering lasagne that 

you will all want the recipe for!!! – Amazing Jodie! 

• Tommy faced his fears this week at the  

climbing wall – Well done Tommy!!  

• Millie has had a great week supporting  

students on work experience  

– we are very proud of you Millie! 

• Leo M has done some great work with 

Andy and then enjoyed Forest School with 

Gaz – Great work Leo!! 

• Cameron J has enjoyed his first day of work experience 

and been a real asset supporting students with their 

basketball – Great job Cameron!  

 

 

 

  

 

 



 

Challenge of the Week 
 
For Parents/Carers, Students and Staff 

the challenge this week for anyone 

willing to give it a try is to  

 

Learn a dance! 

                 

 
 

Students with 

100% Attendance 

last week 
  
Arran Acorns 1 
Mason Acorns 1 
Taylor Acorns 1 
Kiean Acorns 1 
Destiny Acorns 1 
Alexander Acorns 2 
Tommy Acorns 2 
Scott Oaks 1 
Luke Oaks 2 
Brandon Oaks 2 
Caleb Oaks 2 
Corey Oaks 2 
Jack-Junior Oaks 3 
Aaron Oaks 3 
McKenzie Saplings 1 
Riley Saplings 1 
Leo Saplings 1 
Tyler Saplings 1 
Tyler Saplings 2 
Willow Saplings 3 
Romeo Saplings 3 
Oscar-Freddie   

 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

 

Headteacher 

Awards 
 

 
 

• Acorns 2 - Tommy H – For 

overcoming his fears and 

apprehension and 

conquering the climbing 

wall. 

 

• Saplings 1 - Leo G – 

Amazing artwork in Project 

Create 

 

• Saplings 1 - Tyler ST – 

Amazing artwork in Project 

Create 



 

  



 

 

 

• Emotions – how we feel about something and how our body reacts. For 

example, if we experience fear, we might feel our heart beating faster or 

notice our hands shaking. 

• Feelings – how we experience our emotions and give meaning to them. They 

are different for everyone. For example, you might associate your hands 

shaking with feeling anxious. 

• Just not feeling yourself 

• Feeling something isn't right 

• Finding it hard to enjoy things you normally would, like seeing friends or 

partners, or doing your favourite hobby 

• Feeling angry or sad 

• Feeling like you want to be alone 

• Having strange thoughts you don't understand 

• Feeling energetic or hyper 

• Struggling to concentrate or focus 

• Feeling out of control 

 

https://www.mind.org.uk/for-young-people/feelings-and-experiences/dealing-with-anger/
https://www.mind.org.uk/for-young-people/how-to-get-help-and-support/opening-up/
https://www.mind.org.uk/for-young-people/how-to-get-help-and-support/finding-support/

