
 

Friday 1st December 2023 
 

 

This Week at WOODLANDS 

 

Headteachers report of the week. 

This week has reminded me (as if I needed reminding…) how fabulous our Woodlanders are. 

Because we are growing as a school, we interviewed for a new Deputy Headteacher, to help us 

develop Woodlands further. We want to build our culture of belonging, where everyone feels 

like Woodlands is the school (or workplace) for them and this role is such a big part of that. 

The candidates spent the whole day with us. They were with us when we welcomed the pupils to 

breakfast club, they taught a lesson, they had lunch with the staff, and they were interviewed by 

the pupils themselves. All of them shared how welcoming our children are and how each of 

them expressed pride at being a Woodlander. 

The pupil panel really thought about their questions and took the job very seriously. Their voice 

was a genuine part of our decision-making process because we value their thoughts and 

experiences and want to get it right for them. 

As I was driving home last night, I was also a proud Woodlander. I was proud of the way our 

pupils showed how amazing they are and proud of what our school is becoming. I want it to be 

the absolute best for them, and I know all the staff here share that commitment. 

 

 

Best Wishes 

 

Jules 



 
24th November 2023

Woodlands forest school -Nesscliffe 

BY Romeo James 

 
Hi my name is Romeo James and I go to woodlands school, and the reason 

I’m here, Is to tell you about woodland forest school camp at nessclIffe 

woods , I got  with my class mates  every Wednesday , with Gaz, Rae or 

joseph .  

First we travel for at least 15 minutes  in the mini-bus , once we get 

there, we walk for five minutes to the camp  and then settle down , after 

that I go explore and build a secret base with my class mate ollie after 

that we go eat bacon sandwiches and sausages with brown or ketchup 

sauce and we sit there and have a chat on how we think on the forest 

and next time we go on what we could do  and then head back to the mini-

bus and go back to school . 
What I really love about forest school is the bacon sandwiches and 
having great fun with my friends,  
What we see up there is amazing you can see a really great view and we 
also got on the rope swing it really fun but its scary because when your 
on It you’ll realIze how much fun It actually Is . 
I would recommend goIng to forest school Is because 1 you’ll see how 
great the nature around you really is and the amount of fun you can 
really get to do In the wIld lIke people wIll thInk It’s borIng whIch Isn’t 
true they just haven’t went there and have fun like youll will be. 

-Romeo James 
 
 
 



  
Year 10 students have been making Shortcrust Pastry this 

week, they have made Mince Pies and Festive Jam Tarts. 

They have been putting their pastry making skills to good 

practice and using maths to work out the flour: fat ratio.  
 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

Our Woodland Poems 

 

 

Students from Lower and Upper School have been foraging in our school 

grounds and with their exciting finds designed a wall display. 

Full of inspiration they wrote poems about their experiences. Students are 

encouraged to think about how the Woodlands make them feel, what sounds 

they can hear, what they can see and smell. All working towards the Woodland 

Trust Green Tree Award 
 



 

Motor mechanic 
Alternative titles for this job include Light vehicle service technician, car mechanic 
Motor mechanics repair and service cars and vans 
 

Average salary (per year) 
Starting £18,000 to £35,000 (experienced) 
Average hours (per week) 
38-45 
You can get into this job through a college course or an apprenticeship. 

College 
You could take a college course before applying for a trainee motor mechanic role with a 
garage. 
Relevant courses include: 

• Level 2 Diploma in Light Vehicle Maintenance and Repair Competence 

• Level 3 Diploma in Light Vehicle Maintenance 

• T Level in Maintenance, Installation and Repair for Engineering and Manufacturing 

You could specialise in hybrid and electrical vehicles by doing a course like: 

• Level 3 Diploma in Auto-Electrical and Mobile Electrical Operations 
• Level 3 Award in Electric/Hybrid Vehicle System Repair and Replacement 

Entry requirements 

You'll usually need: 

• 2 or more GCSEs at grades 9 to 3 (A* to D), or equivalent, for a level 2 course 
• 4 or 5 GCSEs at grades 9 to 4 (A* to C), or equivalent, for a level 3 course 

• 4 or 5 GCSEs at grades 9 to 4 (A* to C), or equivalent, including English and maths for a 
T level 

Apprenticeship 
You could do an advanced motor vehicle service and maintenance technician apprenticeship. 

This will usually take 2 to 3 years. You'll do on-the-job training and spend time at a college or 
training provider. 

You could also train as a vehicle mechanic in the British Army. 

Entry requirements 
You'll usually need: 

• some GCSEs, usually including English and maths, or equivalent, for an intermediate 
apprenticeship 

 
 
 



 

Skills and knowledge 

You'll need: 

• the ability to use, repair and maintain machines and tools 

• to be thorough and pay attention to detail 

• problem-solving skills 

• the ability to work well with your hands 

• customer service skills 

• the ability to work well with others 

• knowledge of engineering science and technology 

• the ability to use your initiative 

• to be able to use a computer and the main software packages competently 

Restrictions and Requirements 

You may need a driving licence for some jobs. 

Day-to-day tasks 

As a motor mechanic, you could: 

• find and diagnose faults using hand tools or a computer 

• advise customers on what repairs are needed, including cost 

• repair or replace faulty parts and carry out regular maintenance 

• test vehicles on the road to check repairs 

• check stock levels and update vehicle service records 

• work with high voltage batteries if you work on hybrid or electric vehicles 

Working environment 

You could work at a garage. 

Your working environment may be noisy, dirty and physically active. 

You may need to wear safety clothing and use safety equipment. 

With experience, you could: 

• become a senior technician, workshop supervisor, garage manager or MOT tester 
• become a motor vehicle breakdown engineer, or specialise in an area such as 

motorsport engineering 
• work on electric and hybrid cars or specialise in modifying vehicles  

• set up your own business, train apprentices or become a further education teacher 

 

 
 

https://www.gov.uk/become-an-mot-tester
https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-profiles/motor-vehicle-breakdown-engineer
https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-profiles/further-education-lecturer


 

                              

This week at Woodlands 
• Rhiley and Harvey supported the younger students 

with their boxing, showing some  

impressive mentoring. 

- Fantastic skills! 

 

• Willow has really impressed with her independent and enthusiastic 

learning – Well done Willow! 

 

• Super effort from Rio this week! Great effort attending school and 

lovely to see you engaging in lessons. Great work Rio  

 

• We had some brilliant interviewers for the New Deputy Head Role – 

Oscar, Alex, Ollie, Willow and Romeo all asked some challenging 

questions that really put our interviewees to the test.  

They have all given Jules their  

very valued opinion. Thank you  

all for your very appreciated  

contribution!! 

 

• Alex has received a Gold Token 
 

You have really turned things round this week Alex. 

– super star!  

 
 

• Jack worked on radiators at College – Great work Jack! 

• Oaks 2 have done some great learning this week! 

 – Great job all 

• Brae has really impressed in his science this week – Well Done Brae! 

• Lydia has completed her 100th hour for play therapy this week. She 

has also started her diploma to be a play therapist. This will really 

support our students and we are excited for our students to benefit 

from having a play therapist within our team. 



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 



  



 

  



 

Challenge of the Week 
For Parents/Carers, Students and 

Staff the challenge this week for 

anyone willing to give it a try is to  

 

 

 

Make a funny face in     

the mirror 

 

                 

 
 

 

Students with 

100% Attendance last week 

 

 

 

 

Mason Acorns 1 
Noah Acorns 1 
Taylor Acorns 1 
Kiean Acorns 1 
Destiny Acorns 1 
Alexander Acorns 2 
Scott Oaks 1 
Luke Oaks 2 
Corey Oaks 2 
Aaron Oaks 3 
McKenzie Saplings 1 
Riley Saplings 1 
Leo Saplings 1 
Tyler Saplings 2 
Willow Saplings 3 
Romeo Saplings 3 
Ollie Saplings 3 
 

 
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   

    Headteacher Awards 
Well done to  

• Oaks: - Brandon – for working hard 

in GCSE Biology and making steady 
progress. 
 

• Saplings: - Leo - for being in all 

lessons this week and working well. 
 

• Acorns: - Destiny - for working 

independently for a whole lesson on 
Wednesday 



 

 

Mental Health / Wellbeing

 


