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This week has highlighted the incredible value of live work visits in bringing learning to life for our learners. Opportunities to visit real working environments allow learners to see first‑hand how their skills, interests, and learning connect to the world beyond the classroom.

Learners had a fantastic opportunity to visit Vinci Construction at the Shrewsbury Hospital, where they experienced a live working site within a hospital setting. This inspiring visit gave learners valuable insight into careers in construction and the range of roles involved, combining practical activities with academic understanding to support future pathways.

We were also delighted to see learners enjoying a visit to Attingham Park, where they explored the natural environment, through a nature walk and spotting wildlife including deer and birds. This experience supported learning about nature and wellbeing while encouraging independence, observation and enjoyment of outdoor spaces.

By engaging with professionals on live sites, learners gain meaningful insight into different industries, develop confidence, and enhance their understanding of workplace expectations. These experiences support decision‑making about future pathways and help learners build essential life and employability skills such as communication, teamwork, and problem‑solving.

We are proud to offer such inspiring experiences and remain committed to providing practical, purposeful opportunities that motivate learners and prepare them for the future. I would like to thank our staff and external partners for their continued support in making these valuable experiences possible.

Best wishes

Jules


Acorns 3 have been enjoying the story Baker by the Sea 
by Paula White 
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Learners took great pride in reading the book together and were able to confidently summarise the plot in their own words. 
They then expressed their understanding creatively by drawing objects they associated with the story.
· Great work Acorns 3!
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Primary thoroughly enjoyed their social time this week. 



[image: ]They used their imagination and teamwork skills to create impressive, unique builds using Meccano, showcasing creativity and excellent problem‑solving skills.







[image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ]Learners had an amazing trip to Attingham Park this Wednesday. They enjoyed a nature hunt and walk and spotted the deer’s and birds that live in the park’s grounds. Afterwards, everyone relaxed during a break at the park and had fun playing on the equipment. Learners also collected a lot of stickers which they were very excited to use and share when completing their work when returning to school. 









[image: ]Learners had a fantastic opportunity to attend an exciting experience with Vinci Construction and Shrewsbury Hospital on Wednesday. 
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[image: ]This interactive session introduced learners to the world of careers in 


construction, combining practical activities with academic insight to inspire future pathways. 
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Delivered by Vinci, all activities took place at Shrewsbury Hospital, 
[image: ]giving learners the unique experience of learning on a live hospital site.
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[image: ]Acorns 3 had a brilliant time outdoors, striking flint and steel to make real sparks fly just like in Minecraft.
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After getting their fire going, they relaxed in a hammock between two trees, enjoying a peaceful sway in the woods.
· Sian 
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Saps 3 made smoothies in Catering. They experimented with taste and texture and learnt about nutrition.

· Anna D
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[image: ]Spotlight on Acorns 2



Science: Acorns 2 explored how shadows are formed by using torches and opaque objects. They investigated how different shadows are created and practised measuring their height, developing their observation and enquiry skills.

[image: ][image: ]Cooking: Acorns 2 baked a delicious treat this week, practising important kitchen skills while making cookies.
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VE Day: OC supported Natalie in delivering a VE Day assembly to Acorns 2. Ollie also shared valuable insight into what life was like during the war, helping learners deepen their understanding of this important historical event.
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Saplings 1 have been enjoying the newly refurbished art room this week. They have been using light box boards to support their artwork, working with great focus and concentration while exploring their creativity.



[image: ]Leo and Jayden took part in a science lesson where they explored acids and alkalis. They worked together to identify which everyday substances and foods are acidic or alkaline, developing their investigative and scientific vocabulary skills.
· Joseph


[image: ]Book Club – Books of the Week
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[image: ][image: ]Each week learners will be able to win points in their lessons and for being their BEST. At the end of the week, the top learners who earn the most points will with win a prize!

The prizes will change every week, and every learner can have a chance to win.

This week’s winners are:
· Oscar
· Michael
· Thor
· Eliza
· Oliver W
· Ethan
· Leo Gi
· Lexi
· Charlotte

Well done everyone!
Keep up the hard work 
and 
remember that next time you could win!
Top 9 Learners!
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Romeo showing Syrene and Matthew what he had learned on his guitar, he played music for us and explained how he had learnt it. Matthew and I were thralled it was beautiful - Syrene
Frankie made me laugh; Rocco completed a lesson alone when I asked. Destiny said she likes me being around. Charlotte showed me around the exercise equipment
P.S. Jules checked in on me – Matthew G

Jayden listened to advice and trusted adults to deal with a situation for him - Magz
Matthew used lovely manners when asking me to open the door – Magz
McKenzie had been really caring, walking into the Grange dining room, meeting all the staff and openly giving his brother a big hug in front of others 
- Simon
Olly C helping on morning door duty - Magz
Rocco shining like a star, in my English lesson - Magz
Lacey DJ asked to do her Maths assessment - Alice
A spontaneous hug from Bobby, really made my day - Lisa

[image: Red marker and calendar]
Dates for the Diary





· PCP Parents Evening
· Online, by phone or in person
· Thursday 9th July 3.30 – 5.30
· Online, by phone or in person


· Mini Stick Golf Festival – Tuesday 19th May
· Mini Marathon – Friday 22nd May
· Secondary Sports Day – 20th July 
· Oswestry School – Full Day
· Primary Sports Day – 21st July
· TBC location – Half Day
· Summer Fayre

[image: ][image: Info panel picture]
 Headteacher 
Awards





· Arran for helping support his friends through the change of the classroom this week
· Zane for always being kind and patient




	





Core 5:
· Charlotte 
· Eliza 
· Ollie C

Power Up:
· Lexi 
· Taylor 
· Sophie 

Lexia
Certificates
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Why not follow us on Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/WoodlandsShropshire/

Or

Take a look at our website!

www.woodlands.school
Or
Join the conversation - We love hearing from you! Share your thoughts, questions, and suggestions with us.
rachel.bates@wdl.mmat.co.uk

If you need to contact us out of normal school hours, please either email on the above address 
 or call Rachel Bates on 07967 763324





Sending an Email to the Safeguarding Team


safeguarding@wdl.mmat.co.uk



· If you have any worries Parents/Carers or Students, please email the above address.

· Students, you can use your school accounts or personal email addresses.
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Tulleing, Heacly

Dear Families,

Friday 22" September 2023

Ofsted - | was delighted to be able to share the outcome of our recent Ofsted inspection, last week and | would, once
again, like to say how proud | am of our team of staff, of the pupils and also our wider community which includes our
families. Longlands is a really special school to work at and it is wonderful that this has been recognised by Ofsted. | would
also like to thank our governors who volunteer their time to help lead the school and have been a very important part of the
continuing success of the school. Our plans of improvement continue and, as we did last year, we will be asking for your
feedback on where things are going well and what we can change/improve next.

Communication - Thank you for those who gave feedback in the summer term, letting us know that one of the areas to
look at is communication. Throughout last year, communication was generally good however some events in the summer
term had to change which meant our communications with you were not as good as they should have been. Apologies for
this. We have put together an overview of the year and will be sharing dates with you as early as possible so that you are
able to support our school events.

New signage - Another area that | have focused on over the last year is putting Longlands on the
map. Many visitors to school say that they did not know that Longlands was here so we have
been working to share information about our school, advertise events and also improve the
signage. You may have seen our new sign outside Palethorpes and we would like to say an
enormous thank you to Palethorpes for allowing us to install the sign there and were good
enough to complete the installation for us.

Harvest Festival - Our annual Harvest festival will be held on Wednesday 18th October at
Market Drayton Methodist Church and we invite you to join us at 1:30pm for Reception, Year 1
and Year 2 and 2:15pm for Years 3 — 6. We would also like to make a contribution to the Market
Drayton food bank so please could you bring any donations into school on the morning of 18t
October.

Goats - A parent recently asked about the names of the new goats, so for anyone who hasn’t been introduced, the names

that were chosen were Jim and Bob and they are great company for Leo.
5 gin
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¥ Reading Age: 10

¥ Interest Age: 9,10, 12

R Pages: 256

@® Genres: Adventure, Friendship, History
@® Themes: Adoption, Horses, Racism
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Armistice
ARMISTICE
RUNNER Runner

08} Tom Palmer

& Reading Age: 9
¥ Interest Age: 9,10,12,13,14
R Pages: 194
® Genres: Family
Themes: Dementia, Grief, Mental
Health, Running, WW1
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Tokyo Ghost Café ‘

100 Tales
From The
Tokyo Ghost
Cafe

Julian Sedgwick

and Chie
Kutsuwada

& Reading Age: Tl

¥ Interest Age: 11,12,13, 14
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® Genres: Scary

Themes: Ghosts, Horror, Japan, Manga,
Radiation, Tsunami
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Switched on to privacy

Switched on to Privacy is a campaign from the Information Commissioner’s Office (ICO) to help
parents and carers of 4 - 11 year olds talk to their children about online privacy.

Just as parents would talk with their children about road safety or speaking with strangers, online
privacy is another life skill children need as they grow up. Small, regular conversations can help
children understand what personal information is, how it's used, and how to make safer choices
online. Find out more here Switched on to privacy | ICO

Setting up your young
person's first phone

Getting a first mobile phone is an exciting milestone for young people and an important step towards
independence. It can also feel overwhelming for parents and carers, as phones open up access to the
online world as well as new responsibilities. Taking some time to set up the device properly and talk
through expectations can help your young person build healthy, safe habits from the start

This guidance is designed to support you in making confident decisions and putting practical
measures in place to help keep your child safe while they enjoy the benefits of their first phone. Find
out more here First-phone-checklist pdf
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p
/ Understanding your feelings
(for teenagers only!)

Puberty brings rapid changes to your brain, which can affect how you feel, think and behave. This
pathway is a great place to start for teenagers who want to understand their emotional health,
exploring why certain feelings arise, how to manage them and how to take care of themselves during
this important stage of growing up.

Designed by our clinical child psychologists, psychotherapists and health practitioners, this pathway is
practical, relatable and easy to follow. In bitesize stages, they'll learn how the teenage brain differs
from an adult's, how emotions shift during puberty and how to express and process difficult feelings.
The tools and techniques in this pathway are designed to help teenagers feel more confident and
connected as they move toward adulthood.

Join our leamning pathway for all preteens and teenagers: a journey of understanding emotional health,
why you feel the way you do and how to manage these feelings.

This course is free for any young people in Shropshire using the access code DARWIN18

Understanding your feelings (for teenagers only!) - Togetherness
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Understanding your brain

(for teenagers only!)

During puberty, your brain goes through a period of rapid growth and change. These shifts can
sometimes feel confusing, but they also bring exciting new perspectives. This short pathway is a great
starting point for teenagers who want to understand how their brain works, how it's changing, and what
that means for emotions, relationships and everyday life.

Follow short bitesize content with information about brain development, emotional health and
relationships. It will help teenagers understand how the teenage brain changes in adolescence, how it
affects sleep and social connections and how to take care of their mental wellbeing during this
important stage of development

Join the learning pathway for all preteens and teenagers: a journey of understanding emotional health,
relationships, brain development and how to support your mental wellbeing.

Understanding your brain (for teenagers only!) - Togetherness

This course is free for any young people in Shropshire using the access code DARWIN18
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A Bigger, Better Digital
Library Collection with

BorrowBox

Did you know that you are now able to borrow eBooks and eAudiobooks via our bigger and better
BormowBox service.

BorrowBox is the UK's most popular platform for eBooks and eAudiobooks, with the widest range of
content and the most intuitive interface available.

On your phone, on your iPad, on your home computer, BorrowBox means the doors to your local
library never close, and you can borrow from Shropshire Libraries 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

The range of titles available on BorrowBox is extensive so we are sure you'll find something fantastic
to borrow!

The BorrowBox app incorporates a dedicated eBook reader and eAudiobook player and is available
now from the App Store and Google Play. Install it on all your mobile devices for free.

Useful links
Here's a handy guide to get you started: How to Get Started on the BorrowBox App

Jump straight in and discover BorrowBox now: Shropshire Libraries - BorrowBox
Don't forget, you wil need your library card number and PIN to access this service.

Information Service.

What do you think?

Like what you see?

What do you think of our newsletter? Do you find the info in it useful? What would you ike to see
more, or less, of? Got any ideas to make it even better? Take our super short survey and let us know.
Seriously, its only four questions long - FIS newsletter feedback form. Thank you!
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If you have concerns about a child's safety or well-being, please call

First Point of Contact 0345 678 9021
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Councl
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If you would like to find out about further UNDERSTANDING YOUR CHILD

help and support the Parenting Tea offer

please email
Parenting.team@shropshire. gov.uk 6 @
or call us on 01743 250950 e

All our services are free of charge to

Shropshire Council residents. SOLIHULL APPROACH

PARENTING HELP AND SUPPORT LINE

available
Monday to Thursday from 9.30am to 4.30pm
and
Friday 9.30am to 3.30pm
You can contact the Parenting Help and Support Line by calling

01743 250950

Parenthood can be extremely rewarding and enjoyable. It can also be demanding,
frustrating and exhausting. The Parenting Team is here to help and support parents and
carers to raise healthy, well-rounded children in a loving and stable environment.

Do you have any questions around your child's development and parenting?

Why not call our Parenting Help and Support Line where one of our trained
Parenting Practitioners will be ready to isten.

(Plese note the Parenting Help and Support Line will not aperate on Bank Holidays)
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At The National College, our WakeUpWednesday guides empower and equip parents, carers and educators with the confidence and practical skills to be able to have informed and age-appropriate
conversations with children about online safety, mental health and wellbeing, and climate change. Formerly delivered by National Online Safety, these guides now address wider topics and themes.
For further guides, hints and tips, please visit nationalcollege.com.

10 Top Tips for Parents and Educators

HELPING,NEURODIVERGENT CHILDREN
NAVIGATE THE ONLINE WORLD

Neurodivergent people tend to be early adopters of technology, and many influential innovators in this space are neurodivergent themselves.
It's therefore likely that a neurodivergent child or young person may be drawn to the online world from an early age. This isn’t a concern in
itself, but understanding both the benefits and potential risks is essential. Here are ten key considerations to support safe and positive online
experiences for neurodivergent children.

1 TREAT ONLINE LIKE g2 20
THE REAL WORLD

You wouldn’t allow a child to cross a road without
guidance - you’d hold their hand, use a pedestrian
crossing, and model safe behaviour. In the same way,
a neurodivergent child’s first experiences online
should be supported by an adult who can guide and
explain safe and responsible digital behaviour to
them from the outset.

. -

> MODEL RESPONSIBLE
USE

Children learn from what they see. Show all children,
regardless of neurotype, what responsible internet
use looks like. Reflect on your own use of social media
and Al. Consider how often you use them and your
own understanding of these platforms. Talk openly
about when and why you use these tools, helping all
children develop a balanced and informed approach.

i =
e 3 KNOW YOUR LIMITS

Current government guidance suggests no solo
screen use below the age of two, with a maximum
of one hour per day for two- to five-year-olds. Screen
time can support communication and connection
when shared with an adult. However, passive
watching can affect neurodivergent children’s
attention and language skills. Focus on the type of
content they watch, encouraging slower-paced and
¥ meaningful material rather than fast-paced,
overstimulating content.

.y

4 CONSIDER AGES
AND STAGES

For older children and teenagers, agreed limits
are important. Screen time can be beneficial,
but it should form part of a balanced lifestyle.
Neurodivergent children may find online
communication easier than real-world conversation,
supporting their social interaction. However, it
shouldn’t be their only option. Encourage a range of
activities, including creative play, physical exercise,
and opportunities for real-world connections.

g KEEP CONVERSATIONS
OPEN

Discussions about online safety should begin early
and continue as children grow. However,
neurodivergent children may worry about getting
things wrong or being misunderstood, meaning these
kinds of conversations should feel open and fair,
rather than like a lecture. If a child encounters a
problem - such as a scam or inappropriate content —
they need to feel able to speak to a trusted adult
without fear of judgement or embarrassment.

[/ oul |
Meet Our Expert

Catrina Lowri is a neurodivergent former SENCO and Advisory Teacher who
works with nurseries, schools, colleges, and businesses to improve inclusion
for neurodivergent people. She is the Founder and Director of Neuroteachers
and the author of “The Other 29 - How Supporting Your Neurodivergent
Learner Can Improve Teaching and Learning for the Whole Class”.

See full reference list on our websne, l

X @wake_up_weds

] /wuwthenationalcollege

6 BUILD YOUR KNOWLEDGE

You aren’t expected to be an expert, but it's m
important to stay informed about the platforms,

games, or apps neurodivergent children use in .
order to provide practical support. Social medi
platforms have age limits, and many apps and
games offer parental settings that can control
access. Schools and families should work together
to understand these tools, helping neurodivergent
children use them safely while keeping up to date
with new features and changes.

N TE
7 SET CLEAR BOUNDARIES

Children and young people often know more | @
4

about current technology than adults, meaning  \
it’s important to recognise that controls may be
bypassed. Clear, predictable boundaries should be
used, based on trust and consistency. Involving
children in discussions that affect them helps them
feel heard. This is particularly important for
neurodivergent children, who may respond strongly
to perceived unfairness.

D b WL 8

UNDERSTAND Al [¥Rail. ©
8 CONTENT X Fake

The internet now includes large amounts of
Al-generated content, including images, videos, and
stories. These can be difficult to identify. Children
should be encouraged to question what they see and
‘ check the information using trusted sources.

Neurodivergent children may interpret content
literally, meaning adult guidance is important in
helping them recognise what's real and reliable -
and whatisn’t.

- maas

o EXPLAIN Al
LIMITATIONS

Alisn't the same as a search engine. It generates
responses based on prompts and patterns, and its
accuracy depends on how it's used. Sometimes, it
produces incorrect or unrealistic information, known
as ‘hallucinations’. Both adults and children need to
understand this and learn how to check information
carefully using reliable and trusted sources.

1o CLARIFY Al
RELATIONSHIPS

Al can feel conversational and personal, but it's
not capable of real relationships. It learns from
patterns in user input rather than human
understanding. Some neurodivergent children may
experience a sense of connection with Al chatbots,
particularly if they find social situations challenging.
It's therefore important to explain that these are
simulated conversations and aren’t a substitute for
real, human relationships.

National
College’

@wake.upwednesday o’ @wake.upweds

Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 06.05.2026




