Unit Plan Template Year 9 Unit 2
	Name of unit: Portraiture: Pupils investigate the art of portraiture. They explore the features of the face and produce a final portrait.


	Expected Outcomes
· Learners will develop accurate drawing skills for facial features using proportion guidelines.
· Learners will explore abstraction in portraiture through experimentation with media, colour, and form.
· Learners will research and analyse abstract portrait artists to inform their own work.
· Learners will create a final abstract portrait using chosen techniques and materials.
· Learners will reflect on their creative process and participate in group critique.


	Developmental Focus Opportunities
· Observation and accuracy: Drawing realistic facial features with correct proportions.
· Creative expression: Exploring abstraction to convey emotion and identity.
· Media experimentation: Using a variety of materials to achieve expressive effects.
· Artistic independence: Making design decisions and adapting during the creative process.
· Critical reflection: Evaluating personal work and giving constructive feedback to peers.



	Key Learning Points
	Powerful Knowledge

	
· Portraiture involves both technical skill and expressive choices.
· Proportion guidelines help artists achieve realism in facial structure.
· Abstract art distorts or simplifies reality to express ideas or emotions.
· Artists use colour, line, and shape to convey meaning in abstract portraits.
· Different media can be used to create texture, mood, and emphasis.

	· Understanding the difference between realism and abstraction in portraiture.
· Analysing how artists use visual elements to express identity, emotion, or narrative.
· Applying proportion and facial structure knowledge to realistic drawing.
· Using abstraction intentionally to communicate ideas through portraiture.
· Mastering a range of media and techniques to create expressive, original artwork.


	Subject-Specific Vocabulary 
	Reading Opportunities

	· Proportion
· Facial Features
· Realism
· Abstraction
· Expression
· Media
· Texture
· Line
· Form
· Composition


	
· Artist profiles (e.g., Picasso, Modigliani, Sandra Silberzweig).
· Articles on the history and purpose of abstract art.
· Visual analysis texts or guides on portraiture and abstraction.
· Instructions or tutorials on using different media (e.g., charcoal, oil pastels).



	Possible Misconceptions
	Cross-Curricular Links

	
· Abstract art is random or lacks meaning.
· Portraits must be realistic to be considered “good” art.
· Proportion rules are rigid and cannot be adapted.
· Mixed media is messy or unstructured.

	· English: Writing artist statements or reflections on identity.
· History: Exploring historical portraiture and its cultural significance.
· PSHE: Discussing identity, self-expression, and emotional literacy.
· Maths: Using proportion and symmetry in facial construction.
· Science: Understanding anatomy and facial structure.




