
	Unit Plan: Autumn 1 – The Industrial Revolution Key Question: Did industrialisation revolutionise people’s lives?


	Expected Outcomes

Understand causes and features of the Agricultural and Industrial Revolutions
Analyse the impact on urbanisation, living conditions, and political change
Explore how different groups experienced industrialisation
Develop enquiry skills using historical sources and interpretations


	Developmental Focus Opportunities

Communication and Language: Role-play factory owners, child labourers, and reformers debating working conditions.
Physical Development: Construct a classroom-scale timeline showing invention dates, factory growth, and key reforms using manipulatives and large format materials.
Personal, Social and Emotional Development: Explore contrasting experiences of rich vs poor in industrial cities through empathy interviews or hot-seating.
Literacy: Write a persuasive letter to Parliament arguing for (or against) the 1832 Reform Act.
Mathematics: Analyse child labour hours, wages, and population data from industrial cities using charts and graphs.
Understanding the World: Use maps to trace rural-to-urban migration and the spread of the Industrial Revolution across Britain.
Expressive Arts and Design: Create propaganda posters promoting or opposing industrial change or design a working-class protest banner.


	Key Learning Points
	Powerful Knowledge

	Agricultural and industrial innovation
Urbanisation and population shifts
Living and working conditions
Rise of political reform movements (e.g. Peterloo, Reform Act)
	Technological change can reshape society, economy, and politics
Reform is often driven by unrest and inequality
Industrialisation had both positive and devastating effects depending on class, gender, and location


	Subject-Specific Vocabulary 
	Reading Opportunities

	Urbanisation
Enclosure
Mechanisation
Industrialisation
Factory system
	Chartism
Reform
Migration
Radicalism
Innovation
	. “Street Child” by Berlie Doherty – Descriptions of life in Victorian workhouses and factories
“You Wouldn’t Want to Be a Victorian Mill Worker!” by John Malam – Humorous, illustrated non-fiction
Extract from “Black Gold” by Jeremy Paxman – Accessible account of coal mining and industry

	Possible Misconceptions
	Cross-Curricular Links

	That the Industrial Revolution happened quickly and uniformly across Britain
That all industrial change was positive or improved lives immediately
That children worked in factories only because they were orphans or their parents were cruel
That protests like Peterloo were isolated incidents, not part of broader reform movements
That “reform” in 1832 gave all working-class men the vote (it did not)



	Geography: Population density and rural–urban migration
Maths: Interpreting historical data on wages and working hours
English: Industrial-themed creative writing or persuasive letters
Art/Design: Propaganda posters and reform imagery





