
	Name of unit
The Norman Conquest: Invasion, Migration and Settlement – How did the Norman conquest change England and how does that impact us today?

	Expected Outcomes

· Understand the causes and consequences of the Norman Conquest.
· Analyse how the events of 1066 shaped English society, governance, religion, and landholding.
· Make connections between historical events and modern Britain.
· Develop historical skills: chronological understanding, source analysis, and significance.


	Developmental Focus Opportunities

· Communication and Language: Through structured discussion, debate, and oral recounting of historical events.
· Understanding the World: Exploring changes over time, cultural differences, and the evolution of institutions.
· Personal, Social and Emotional Development: Reflecting on leadership, fairness, and the effects of conquest and resistance.
· Literacy: Engaging with historical texts and vocabulary, developing reading comprehension and written expression.
· Expressive Arts and Design: Creative tasks such as role-play of key events or making Bayeux Tapestry-inspired work.


	Key Learning Points
	Powerful Knowledge

	What is History and why do we study it?
Who had a claim to the throne in 1066?
The causes and outcome of the Battle of Hastings.
The Norman influence on the Church, land, and landscape.
Long-term impacts of the conquest on England.

	Change and continuity: how a single event like a conquest can reshape a nation.
Understanding power structures, authority, and legitimacy.
The nature of historical evidence and interpretation.
The legacy of past events in shaping modern identity and governance.


	Subject-Specific Vocabulary 
	Reading Opportunities

	Conquest
Monarchy
Succession
Feudal system
Domesday Book
Battle
Invasion
Archbishop

	Rebellion
Legacy
Bias
Reliability
Primary source
Secondary source


	Extracts from the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle and the Domesday Book.
Fiction or historical retelling: The Norman Conquest by Marc Morris (age-appropriate extracts).
Visual literacy: analysis of the Bayeux Tapestry.




	Possible Misconceptions
	Cross-Curricular Links

	That William’s victory was inevitable.
That life improved for everyone under Norman rule.
That the Normans immediately replaced all aspects of Anglo-Saxon life.
That the Domesday Book was created to help the people, not for taxation.
Learners may think that 'eyewitness' accounts produce a more reliable picture of historical events.





	English: Narrative writing from the perspective of a Norman or Saxon.
Geography: Mapping the invasion routes and key battle sites.
Art: Creating sections of the Bayeux Tapestry.
RE: Exploring the role of the Church before and after the conquest.
PSHE: Discussions on fairness, justice, and leadership.




