
	Autumn 1 Unit: How Do Rivers Shape the Land?

	Expected Outcomes

Identify the stages of a river and associated landforms.
Understand erosion, transportation, and deposition processes.
Explain how rivers impact the landscape and human activity.
Interpret river features using OS maps and diagrams.


	Developmental Focus Opportunities

Linked Activity: “River in a Tray” Field Simulation
Communication and Language: Explain the formation of landforms (e.g. oxbow lakes) in a mini-presentation.
Physical Development: Use sand trays or models to simulate meanders and erosion.
Personal, Social and Emotional Development: Evaluate the impact of flooding on communities and how they respond.
Literacy: Write a journey of a water droplet from source to mouth.
Mathematics: Graph river discharge over time (hydrographs).
Understanding the World: Explore real-life river case studies (e.g. River Severn, Amazon).
Expressive Arts and Design: Create annotated diagrams of river landforms and produce visual maps of a river journey.


	Key Learning Points
	Powerful Knowledge

	River processes: erosion, transportation, deposition.
Upper, middle and lower course characteristics.
Formation of key landforms (e.g. waterfalls, meanders, deltas).
Flooding and river management.

	Rivers shape the land and influence where people live.
Water processes are key to understanding both landscapes and risk.
Human interventions can reduce or worsen flood impacts.

	Subject-Specific Vocabulary 
	Reading Opportunities

	Erosion
Deposition
Transportation
Meander
Oxbow lake



	Floodplain
Source
Mouth
Watershed
Hydrograph
	Horrible Geography: Raging Rivers by Anita Ganeri
OS Map river features (contour interpretation)
River management case studies (e.g. Boscastle flood)
Environment Agency articles on flooding and river restoration




	Possible Misconceptions
	Cross-Curricular Links

	Rivers always flow in a straight line.
All river features can be found in every river.
River flooding is always negative.
The river's mouth is where it begins.
	Science: Water cycle, erosion processes
Maths: Data analysis of hydrographs
English: Narrative and explanation writing
DT/Art: Model making and annotated diagrams



