
	Autumn 1 Unit: What Makes a Geographer?

	Expected Outcomes

Understand what geography is and the difference between human, physical and environmental geography.
Learn how to collect, record, and interpret geographical data.
Use maps, graphs, and GIS tools confidently.
Identify continents, oceans, key countries and physical features.
Develop a sense of global awareness and geographical curiosity.

	Developmental Focus Opportunities

Communication and Language: Present fieldwork findings to the class using key geographical vocabulary.
Physical Development: Create a large-scale classroom world map using floor materials and identify continents and oceans.
Personal, Social and Emotional Development: Work in teams to solve mapping challenges, building cooperation and resilience.
Literacy: Write an explanation text on what makes someone a good geographer.
Mathematics: Interpret and construct bar charts and line graphs from weather data.
Understanding the World: Locate major world countries and discuss global population, climate, and culture.
Expressive Arts and Design: Design a poster showcasing “What Makes a Geographer” using visual elements and creative design.


	Key Learning Points
	Powerful Knowledge

	Introduction to geography and key disciplines.
How to carry out and present simple fieldwork.
Reading and creating basic maps and graphs.
Understanding scale and distance.
Locating key global features.
	Geographers use a range of tools to explore the world scientifically and creatively.
Understanding place and space helps us interpret how humans interact with their environment.
Geography connects local environments to global issues.

	Subject-Specific Vocabulary 
	Reading Opportunities

	Human geography
Physical geography
Environment
Fieldwork
Data collection

	Scale
Continent
Compass rose
Equator
Hemisphere

	Horrible Geography: Planet in Peril by Anita Ganeri
Extracts from Factfulness by Hans Rosling (adapted for KS3)
Map-based atlases and simplified GIS output readings
BBC Bitesize or National Geographic Kids articles on explorers and geographers

	Possible Misconceptions
	Cross-Curricular Links

	Geography is only about maps.
Human and physical geography are always separate.
Lines of latitude/longitude are real physical lines on Earth.
All maps are accurate representations of space and distance.

	Maths: Graphs, scale, coordinates
English: Explanation writing, presentation skills
Art: Map and poster design
Science: Data collection and analysis



