
	Unit Focus: Team Tactics & Communication

	Expected Outcomes - By the end of this unit, pupils will be able to: 
• Demonstrate a basic attacking tactic (an overlap). 
• Demonstrate a basic defensive formation (a straight line). 
• Communicate a simple instruction to a teammate during a game. 
• Explain the benefit of one tactic they have used.


	Developmental Focus Opportunities
• Gross Motor Skills: Applying the ELG of 'coordination' on a group level. Pupils learn to coordinate their own movements with those of their teammates, moving energetically and with balance to execute a shared team strategy. This develops spatial awareness in relation to multiple others.

	Key Learning Points
	Powerful Knowledge

	• How to create a numerical advantage in attack (2v1). 
• The importance of maintaining a team's defensive shape. 
• The difference between man-to-man marking and zonal defence (simplified). 
• How to use specific calls (Man on!, Time!) to help teammates.
	• A well-organised team can beat a team of skilled individuals. (The power of strategy and teamwork over raw talent). 
• Good communication turns a group of players into a team. (Understanding that silence is a losing strategy).




	Subject-Specific Vocabulary 
	Reading Opportunities

	Tactic, Strategy, Formation, Overlap, 'Man on', Zonal, Set Play, Communication, Non-verbal cues, Advantage.



	• Analysing diagrams of different formations (a defensive line in rugby). 
• Reading a playbook with 2-3 simple set plays.
• Using a peer-assessment sheet to evaluate a team's use of a specific tactic.

	Possible Misconceptions
	Cross-Curricular Links

	• The fastest player should always get the ball. (Using the right player for the right job). 
• If we are defending, we should all just run at the ball. (Shape and organisation vs. Chaos). 
• Tactics are too complicated for us to use. (Breaking them down into simple principles).
	• Business: Resource management (using your players effectively).
• History: Links between sports tactics and battle strategies. 
• English: The art of persuasive communication and clear instruction.






